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I. The Parable and Its Bookends 

 

The parable that Jesus tells is a story ripped from the headlines. Strange though it sounds, it begins 

with a nobleman going to a far country in order to receive his kingdom. While he's gone, he entrusts 

ten servants each with a mina, and tells them to keep running the business. They're probably keeping 

an eye on the people too, since they hate the nobleman so much that they send a delegation after him 

to try to prevent his coronation. However, the nobleman gets his crown, returns, and calls in the ten 

servants to see what they have accomplished. The first servant reports that the mina has made itself 

ten more minas; this is quite the financial coup, when the money is making more money by itself! 

Likewise, the second servant reports that his mina has produced five more. The new king gives each 

of these a reward: ten cities for the first, five for the second.  

 

However, the third servant hasn't fared so well. Fearing his master, he's hidden his mina in a 

handkerchief and done nothing with it. There it is, in pristine condition, completely unused. This is 

precisely not what the king told him to do, so the servant is stripped of his mina, which is given to 

another. Once this is done, the parable ends with the grim note that the king then has his opponents 

slaughtered for opposing his coronation. 

 

Strange story, but truth is stranger than fiction sometimes. This has happened recently-not once, but 

twice. First, it was Herod the Great who had to travel to Rome for Caesar's permission to be king. 

More recently, when Herod died, his son Archelaus had to make the same trek and ask for Caesar's 

approval; and when the evil Archelaus went, the Jews sent a delegation pleading with Caesar not to 

give Archelaus the crown. The plea failed, and there's little doubt that Archelaus sought a bloody 

revenge on those who opposed him. 

 

As it's told, the parable gives us a look at life in the real world. Rulers rule by power, be it king or 

statesman, boss or mob boss. They reward loyalty handsomely, and they punish those who oppose 

them. You can protest the actions of a ruler if you want, but be prepared to suffer, even if you're in 

the right; except for the few who get a major motion picture, whistle-blowers often find their careers 

and livelihood cut short. That's how it works in this world. That's why you and I always make the 

political calculation before we make a move.  

 

That's life in this world, and it's not a particularly pleasant facet of life in this world. But that's not 

the reason for this parable. Jesus isn't giving the people a current events lesson, nor is He teaching 

them how to live Machiavellian lives. He's teaching them how His kingdom isn't like this. To 

understand the purpose of this parable, it's wise to look at its bookends. You have to know what 

comes just before and just after this story. 
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The bookend before is easy enough to find, because it's in the text, which begins, Now as they heard 

these things, He spoke another parable, because He was near Jerusalem and because they thought the 

kingdom of God would appear immediately. People are sensing that something big is about to 

happen, that Jesus might be about to declare Himself King. If they hang in there for just a few more 

days, they'll see the kingdom of God come with their own eyes. They're wrong, however; they won't 

see God's glorious kingdom come. Two thousand years later, we still wait to see our King come in 

His glory on the Last Day. So one of the two reasons that Jesus tells this parable is this: He's telling 

them that, just like the nobleman in the parable, He's going to go away for a while before His 

kingdom's glory becomes apparent to their eyes. He'll leave His stewards behind to handle His 

riches, but He's going to be gone for a while. 

 

So despite the ruthlessness of the king in the parable, he is a symbol of Jesus. But what of the 

delegation? The servant who hides the mina? What about the slaying of the enemies? This is where 

the second bookend helps us out. 

 

The verse after the parable, and our Gospel lesson, reads, When He had said this, He went on ahead, 

going up to Jerusalem (Lk. 19:28). He goes up to Jerusalem, all right; before this chapter is over, He 

rides into the city on a colt, the foal of a donkey as the crowds wave palms and shout "Hosanna! 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!" They'll be expecting Him to take His rightful 

crown and throne. But instead, what they see will be the most revolting opposite. His crown will be 

plaited from thorns and jammed upon His head for maximum pain, and He will be nailed to His 

throne to make sure He can't come down. A good-sized delegation will mock Him as He dies and 

rejoice when He breathes His last, thinking that's the last of Him. It's not, of course, but here's where 

the parable comes in: When Jesus rises from the dead, He remains on earth for forty days. Before He 

ascends, going away to a "far country" for a while, He entrusts His treasures to His servants - to His 

disciples. They'll go and make disciples of all nations by baptizing, preaching the Word. They'll give 

the Lord's Supper to those in the household of God. And just like the minas do the work of making 

more minas in the parable, it will be those means of grace that do the disciple-making, not the 

disciples themselves. 

 

That's where we are in the parable. The King hasn't come back yet, and His kingdom isn't apparent 

to our eyes. We await His return. And as we do so, we take care to remember the King and His 

treasures. 

 

II. The King and His Treasures 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, fellow members of the household of God, your King has not yet 

returned in glory. He will come in glory to judge the living and the dead, but that time has not yet 

come. Until then, how shall we live? What should you be doing as you wait for the Lord's return? 

This parable teaches us the following: 

 

For one thing, go about your business. In other words, the Lord has given you callings, vocations in 

life; and as His people, it is your privilege to carry out those vocations. If you're a parent, raise your 

children. If you're a teacher, teach. If you're a student, study. If you're a citizen, honor your rulers 

and pray for them. If you're a child, honor your parents. Do these things as the redeemed children of 

God, for you don't know when the Lord is coming back. In other words, beware of two pitfalls. One 

is to get over-eager for the Lord's return, to decide is must be imminent and that your callings don't 

matter anymore; thus some have gone so far in the past as to sell everything they have and wait on a 
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hilltop for the Lord's coming. That's probably not a real strong temptation, but the other one is. The 

other temptation is to grow weary of waiting and live as if the Lord isn't coming back; this is an 

attractive temptation because it allows us to grow lazy. We don't have to worry so much about what 

our children learn or where our nation is headed, because it doesn't really matter. We don't have to 

worry about what the Church teaches, because there is no judgment coming. Dear friends, the Lord 

is coming back, He has given you things to do, and His Law is harsh upon those who grow lazy. If 

you are a parent, be a diligent parent who teaches and models for your children the importance of 

forgiveness and faith. If you are a citizen, don't settle for spin or slogans; study what is wrong and 

what is best for your country. If you are a church member, diligently study the Word of God and 

support as you are able-not necessarily how or where you want to, but how and where you can. The 

wait for the Lord's return may go on for a long time; it is proper for us to be responsible in our 

stewardship of the things God has given us to do. 

 

If weariness in waiting can tempt us to slack off in our vocations, how much more so when it comes 

to the means of grace! While your King waits to return, He provides you with all that you need to be 

ready for His coming-He gives you His Word and Sacraments to give you forgiveness and 

strengthen your faith. These means are His work, His gifts to you! Like minas that produce more 

minas, like manna that falls from the heavens, these means of grace give you life and salvation 

freely, all for the sake of Christ. 

 

But beware the tyrants that seek to replace your king. There's the tyranny of the urgent, all those 

things that have to get done. One would think that our lives would be easier with all the 

technological advancements, but advancements offer more opportunities for more work and more 

headaches. It is far too tempting and far too easy to get swept up in all the things that you think you 

have to get done that you forget about the things that you really need. Along with the tyrant of 

urgency is the siren of enjoyment. The great prosperity and beauty that we enjoy in our land give us 

all sorts of opportunities to do all sorts of things. When the weekend comes-after the week of hard 

work, the common thought is that those two days should be used to get away. Stay up late. Sleep in. 

Do what you want, and don't let anything get in the way. 

 

Those are the two big temptations-urgency and enjoyment, and chances are that you battle between 

the two. Therefore, hear and take serious note of the warning that the Lord gives as this parable 

concludes: I say to you, that to everyone who has will be given; and from him who does not have, 

even what he has will be taken away from him (19:26). You see, urgency and enjoyment become 

tyrants when you let them rob you of the means of grace. The one who says, 'I'm too busy to attend 

church' may accomplish much or build a profitable business; but if he is not forgiven, then he does 

not have what is necessary for eternal life. Thus, no matter what he has worked to achieve in this 

life, he is one who does not have, and what he has will be taken away from him. Likewise, the one 

who makes enjoyment a god and rarely, if ever, hears the Word and receives the Lord's Supper, may 

have a wealth of memories, experiences and an excellent blood pressure level. But if he is not 

forgiven, he does not have what is needed for salvation. No matter how calm and rested he might be, 

he also is one who does not have, and so what he has will be taken away. 

 

Old Adam will make this sound unfair, that worship is a hassle and the Lord makes ridiculous 

demands to burden your life and rob you of fun; but this parable shreds such a notion as it puts life in 

simple terms: Christ has died for your salvation. He is coming back in glory to just the living and the 

dead. To enter heaven, you need forgiveness. So that you might be forgiven, the Lord brings you 

free forgiveness in His Word and His Sacraments, bountifully and constantly. This is not a hassle or 
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a burden, but a precious gift that gives you everlasting life. It simply makes no sense to grow angry 

with the Lord for offering you forgiveness, life and salvation. 

 

No, dear friends, instead we rejoice. We rejoice in our Lord's promise that to everyone who has will 

be given. By God's Word, you are not deceived. You know that everything in this world is 

temporary and headed for destruction; it isn't going to last. And you also know that when urgency 

and enjoyment become your idols, they are capricious gods at best. They are attractive when you 

have means and health and ability, but they quickly leave you in the dust if you are sick or poor. 

Therefore, you rejoice in your better Savior, who has gone to the cross and died for your redemption. 

And while He has not yet returned in visible glory, He visits you today in order to forgive your sins. 

 

And if you have forgiveness, you have eternal life and more will be given to you. Where you are 

poor in health, He promises perfect healing at the resurrection. Where you may be poor in resources, 

He makes you an heir of the kingdom of God. Whether you have much or little in this life, what 

matters is that you have the Lord's grace and favor, freely given in His Word and Sacraments. 

 

So as you await the coming of your King in glory, when He will judge all people, you rejoice this 

day because you are prepared. You are prepared because He prepares you, giving you forgiveness 

that He has won on His cross for you. Because He gives you this forgiveness, you are ready for 

Judgment Day. The risen Savior, Jesus Christ declares, 'Rejoice, My people, for I give you all the 

kingdom of heaven. You will have this for eternity, because right now you have My grace; for you 

are forgiven for all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 

Amen 


